
 

    

Trees Matter Forum 2013 
Court of Noke, Pembridge, Herefordshire 

 

Chair: Richie Cotterill 

Panel: Rowan Griffiths, Colin Tudge, David Lovelace & John Powell 

Attending: 30 visitors (approx.)      Duration: 1Hr (approx.)       Forum : Discussion 

 Chair – discussion held for the past 4 years at Spring Greens. Asks panel to 

introduce themselves. 

 

 Rowan – Full time gardener at Hergest Croft Gardens, Kington 

 Has a specific interest in trees 

 Created Arboretum at Croft Gardens 

 Catalogues ecological knowledge 

 Interest in fruit trees commercially 

 

 David – Study of tree hedgerows in the county 

 History of trees, woodland management 

 How used to make use of natural resources 

 Trees as part of the wider system, landscape and history 

 Interest in the way people have before used tree products and how it 

can inform us now 

 

 Colin – Author of ‘Secret Life of Trees’ 

 Biologist background, natural history 

 Interest in agriculture/agroforestry 

 Interest in metaphysics of how Biology fits 

 

 John – History of horticulture 

 How species’ migrate from wild to cultivation and vice versa 

 Expert and member of the Marcher Apple Network 

 Interest in breeds of apple in the county 

 

 



 

 Chair – question “Tree preservation orders; how will they affect us?” 

   

 The Hereford Tree Forum initially drew together tree experts, 

campaigners, woodland workers, planners and others from within Hereford 

City Council including service provider Amey and succeeded in some  joined-

up thinking on subject. A positive Tree Policy has been created.  
 

See: http://www.herefordshirenewleaf.org.uk/herefordshire-trees-design-

action-group-htdag  
 

The Forum is now expanding its scope into the wider county, holding 

educational networking meetings 3 times a year, with presentations, 

discussions and information sharing along with the occasional field (or 

woodland) trip. Subjects covered so far have included Tree Preservation 

Orders, Tree Diseases, Tree Wardens and the benefits of Urban Trees.  

Plans are made for events locally during National Tree Week as “h.Trees” 

Contact Herefordshire Tree Forum  via Mo Burns - email: moburns@live.co.uk  

or Telephone 07710 715235 

 

 Rowan – Not dealt with policy 

 Feels there is a contradiction between remaining sentimental about the 

subject and ecological issues. 

 Working on Hergest Croft estate manages the diverse ecology due to 

pest control, land also based on sport use. 

 When visiting Poland saw Longhorn Beetle hollow out trees and destroy 

them. 

 Thinks that maybe those trees should have been protected but in actual 

fact the beetle species was protected and it was a natural process to see 

the end of life. 

 Feels it is a sentimental view to protect rather than looking at wider 

diversity in policy. 
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 David –TPO’s have bad press 

 It’s the only way in which trees under threat can be protected. 

 Woodlands managed by Forestry Commission protect timber to volume. 

 Only on an incidental basis do they protect habitat. 

 There are more trees in hedgerows than all in county put together. 

 Notes how much change there has been in 200 years to a more Pastoral 

landscape. 

 Hedgerow regularly protect young and potential big trees. 

 PTO’s are in theory under democratic control as answerable to elected 

members. 

 Means by which Local Authority has control over wilful destruction. 

 Tree preservation orders have not changed in 30 years. 

 It means management has to take place through local authority. 
 

 Colin – Is reminded of a termite nest he saw in Bangalore by Rowan’s 

account of his trip to Poland 

 Notes that in New Zealand he learnt that they build in the knowledge 

that it will at some point decay. 

 Admires the process of its natural progression. 

 New Zealanders took care of woodlands which included areas to stop 

and observe the decay of a tree. 

 Legal tendencies – too materialistic about process of protection. 

 TPO’s include wild laws society should recognise crime against nature as 

a serious thing. 

 Conservation language is rooted in science but behind this there has to 

be an emphasis on how the attitude towards nature ought to be. 
 

 John – Things in nature should be allowed to happen 

 Value of trees has got to be in touch with things important to people 

 It’s humbling – these that have lived long, live after us and are bigger. 

 TPO applied in urban areas such as remnant trees of orchards. 

 Research in Bromyard showed examples of the above. 

 It keeps areas now modern in touch with their past. 
 

 Chair – A trip to Croft Castle to see characteristic trees. A fallen Small leaved 

Lime tree was re-growing from every point making an amazing 3D image. 

 

    
 



 

 Public – Observed a tree that has started to crumble over time, one branch 

re-root itself into a magnificent shaped tree. As an example of decay and 

revival. 

              

         

 David – The Forestry Commission manage Croft Estate 

 Example of intentional woodland expansion which was destructive of 

historical parkland resulting in dead ancient Oaks and Sweet Chestnuts in 

conifer plantations. There has recently been a change in the local Forestry 

Commission management and the woodlands are now being restored to a 

semi-natural mix. 

 

 Public – finds TPO’s good news for tree surgeons as they don’t stop good 

practice but encourages management. 

 But finds it a shame public don’t think more about over-tended trees 

 Tinkering with nature is largely pointless but good for tree surgeons 

 

 Colin (to public) – “Would you leave a tree to rot?” 

 

 Public – That’s best 

 Management in a rural area is too difficult. 

 That’s where it’s useful though. 



 

 

 Chair – Tree planting? Motivates tree friends. 

           
 

Public – David references management over time. How is it managed sustainably? 

 David – Management and farming not separate. 

 Farms in past valued timber resources 

 Farmers’ access to trees on land used to be very important 

 Herefordshire countryside trees pollarded (left at top for regrowth) for 

expected tree produce. 

 Management in hand with the estate. 

 Managed as coppice in county until Victorian era when allowed for small 

amount of trees to grow through coppice. 

 Trees were intensively managed and everything used for at least 1000 

years. 

 Deer, rabbits, and the grey squirrel were in small numbers so 

regeneration was easy. 

 Woods were never ‘planted’. 

 All of Herefordshire woodland used trees in this way. 

 Current thinking of artificially regenerating with natives or non native 

species is two forms of management in conflict with each other. 

 The huge nursery trade with seed mixed all over the world promotes the 

spread of Ash disease from Asia, said to be more devastating than Dutch 

Elm disease. 

 It was found in Poland in 1990 and is a function of change from natural 

regeneration to plant new materials. 

 Best to go back to natural regeneration as much as possible but Climate 

Change complicates this. 

 

 Rowan – from a horticulture perspective, there are enormous benefits for 

species growing cultivated as they are threatened in the wild 

 Common garden plants are under threat in the wild 

 Invasive species are big mistakes from past projects to grow. 

 Trying to preserve and propagate as many species as possible  



 

 Colin –Regarding David’s point on conflict 

 Modern agriculture has a renewed interest in agroforestry. 

 There are unsubstantiated myths surrounding growing of crops between 

trees. 

 Knows of an organic farm in Suffolk growing in this way as it is not 

widely known that Wheat can get heat stressed in this country and 

shading the crop is beneficial. 

 Livestock also benefit in trees as are originally woodland animals. 

 Costa Rican Dairy cattle farmed in trees yields 30% more than others. 

 

 John – Great grandfather was born in fruit tree growing land 

 Experienced a form of Permaculture that was evident in life back then. 

 Harvesting was a huge communal activity which there are upsides and 

downsides to such as leaving the children to their own devices. 

 If we look at planting trees as an exercise – it is a marvellous community 

activity carried out by a team of people.  

 

 
 

 Rowan – Adds that Pest and Diseases seminar in Kew he attended 

 Trade income and outcome means we need to be careful of bio diseases 

being traded. 

 

 David – States that Woodland Trust ordering Ash  

 From what was conveyed to them as ‘local provenance’ was in actual 

fact produce force grown in Holland with diseases being transported back 

in root system. 

 Government ignored import warnings from trade. 

 

 Rowan – Notes that there is the same expediential curve between diseases 

and imports. Don’t need to stop importing just aware of it.  

 

 

 



 

 Public – Does restoring woodland mean that we have introduced 

something bad? 

 

              
 

 David – Doesn’t believe general tree planting (that doesn’t include orchard 

planting) is a good thing 

 Has left a field for 30 years that is now a woodland. 

 Lack of grazing on Malvern Hills has allowed secondary woodland. 

 It is often unnecessary to plant trees. 

 British people are excluded from countryside by enclosure. 

 Occasionally it is justified, for example in woodland with deer and for 

collecting see from local woodland. 

 

 Rowan – What about oak regeneration? 

 

 David – Collect Acorns for local gardens with an eye on pest control. 

 

 Public – Planting Oak trees on wonderful looked after parkland; Are 

we short term to think in about generations ahead?  

 

 
 

 Land is so precious as concerns for the next year’s crop are raised but 

what about in 100 years time? 



 

 David – On restoring part of  a parkland, planning new parkland 

 Collecting acorns, establishing groups of trees accounting for Climate 

Change.  

 Tree planting has to be specific and is a good intervention. 

 Farming corrupted by the subsidies sees loss of mixed farming. 

 Fixated on Arable after War, Government forced specialisation which has 

broken the link between farming and trees. 

 It all compliments each other. 

 

 Colin – Official line from Agriculture is that we “can’t put the clock back.” 

 The science which has given highly specialised techniques is in actual 

fact now ancient. 

 

 Public – How do we plant then ever if we do?  

 

 
 

 David – Genetic variation of Ash trees may not be resistant to disease but 

will have to wait and see  

 There is variation but experts do not know if this is resistant to disease. 

 No less genetic variation has been reported in Sweden and they’ve been 

devastated by the disease. 

 

 Public – What about Urban Trees? 

 They’re under threat, once lined streets are now free from trees 

 There are multiple benefits in urban areas. 

 

 Colin – Notes a story from a Sudanese Lady 

 Said that when there were trees in Village, there was a social life. 

 Now no trees there seems to be no focus in village, nowhere for people 

to gather. 



 

 

 John – Raises point about trees and crime 

 Studies show planted areas suffer less of crime than those without trees. 

 They generate oxygen, embellish areas. 

 Sees studies looking at Crime in Leon before and after planting to show 

this. 

 

 Rowan – There is talk of this in Kington 

 Wrong species are often planted in Urban areas 

 There is a role for and value in ornamental trees that are not generally 

thought of at present 

 These are not considered as viable candidates 

 

 Chair – Mike Townsend of Woodland Trust states that 

 Trees provide heat management 

 Allow winter sunlight through tree canopy and provides shade from the 

summer sun 

 

 Public – Dinedor Hill Fungus? 

 Is it managed? 

 Lots of types of fungus specific to species present 

 

 David – Hill is responsibility of County Council 

 Ask them if they have a management plan for this 

 It is inexcusable to cut healthy trees down if felling without strategy is 

taking place 

 The local authority uses money on your behalf 

 You need to do something – make a fuss 

 New Tree Forum is designed to field these issues with trees in the 

county 

 The Oak trees on Roman Road felled as part of Cattle street 

development and no one knows exactly why 

 



 

 Chair – to Sum up - Thanks all for their input 

 Notes a sense of care from all 

 Asks each panel member to finish this sentence “I love trees because...” 
 

 John – for all sorts of reasons 

 It is multi-layered, poetic, love the smoothness of the beech 

 Finds it is glorious, it sparks something inside 
 

 Colin – finds the aesthetic reaches the soul and you respond to it 
 

 David – Professional life spent encouraging people to remove trees and 

encourage native re-growth 

 Estimates that 40% of native woodland destroyed in 100 years 

 Has a selective love of trees 
 

 Rowan – Mother used to garden and through this was exposed to the 

countryside 

 Has subliminally crept into life 

 Trees are his specialism 
 

 Chair – Remembers a woodland near childhood home where used to play 

with a friend 

 Development occurred and woodland was lost and with it the space to 

share  a friendship 

 Retrospect loss of a childhood 

 Tolkien descriptive of trees in stories and was stirred by this as teenager 
 

 Rowan – reminded of Tolkien as he retells that... 

 The author studied Macbeth as school and was disappointed to learn 

that the moving trees that Shakespeare describes was not literal 
 

 Chair – Thank you. 
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