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From Ledbury to Cape Horn: Shanties, Sea Poems, and Recollections of our local poet laureate.  

Why was John Masefield, a lad from the deeply rural landscape of Herefordshire, drawn to the 

sea, and how did his early experiences influence his writings? 

“Leave Her , Johnny, Leave Her” 

Chorus: Leave her, Johnny, leave her!  

O-oh, Leave her, Johnny, leave her!  

For the voyage is done an' the winds don't blow,  

An' it's time for us to leave her!  

 

“Blow the Man Down” 

… 

Chorus: To me way, hey, blow the man down! 

… 

Chorus: Blow him away to Liverpool town! 

 

“I’ll go no more a-Roving” 

Chorus: A-Roving, a-Roving, 

For roving’s been my rue-I-en! 

I’ll go no more a-Roving 

With you, Fair Maid 

 

“Spanish Ladies” 

Chorus: We'll rant and we'll roar like true British sailors, 

We'll roam and we'll range all across the salt seas. 

Until we strike soundings in the channel of old England; 

From Ushant to Scilly is thirty-five leagues. 

 

Quiz Questions 

1. Which local school owes its existence to the widow of an Elizabethan vice-admiral? 

2. Which Herefordshire castle is associated with the family of privateer, Henry Morgan? 

3. Explain how Robinson Crusoe is linked with the Wye Valley. 
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